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What are maintenance costs / extra 
charges? 

Maintenance costs are costs which the proprietor 
(or leaseholder) incurs on an ongoing basis on 
account of the property (or ground lease or the 
proper use of the building, the adjoining buildings, 
facilities, installations and the land). The tenant 
only has to pay extra charges in addition to the 
rent if this has been agreed upon in the lease. 

The following may be agreed as extra charges: 

Wastewater 
This refers to fees for the use of a public drainage 
system or the charges for the removal and 
cleaning of the building�s own septic tank or 
cesspit. 

Lift 
This includes the costs of the operating current, 
the supervision, maintenance and cleaning as well 
as regular checks of the operational safety and 
availability.  

Outdoor and staircase lighting 
Electricity costs for outdoor, staircase and laundry 
room lighting.  

Community antenna / broadband cable 
The operating, electricity and maintenance 
charges may be allocated to the tenants. Cable 
costs also include the monthly charges to be paid 
to the post office. This does not apply if tenants 
have signed personal contracts with Telekom or a 
private cable service. 

Garden maintenance 
Material and personnel costs incurred for 
maintaining the building�s green spaces. This also 
includes charges for replacing plants or for 
playground maintenance.  

Real estate tax 
It is levied by the municipality. In some rental 
leases this is also referred to as �public property 
charges�.  
 
Cleaning of the building / pest control 
Costs for a cleaning lady for instance who cleans 
the halls, stairs, laundry room etc. Pest control 
costs are only the running costs, for example for 
an insect spray.  
 
Caretaker 
Personnel costs for the janitor (without charges for 
repair and administrative work). 
 
Property and liability insurances  
Building insurances against fire, storm and water 
as well as natural hazard damage, glass 
insurance as well as liability insurances for 
building, oil tank and lift.  
 
Chimney cleaning 
Costs for the chimney sweep (sweep fees) and for 
immission measurement. 
 
Street cleaning / refuse collection 
Costs which the city charges the landlord by way 
of fee assessment.  
 
Wash facilities 
Costs for the shared washing machines, i.e. for 
electricity, cleaning and machine maintenance. 


